
Annual Report 2006 
Dear Friends of the Cuyahoga Community Land Trust, 
 
What a year! 2006 brought big challenges, but also some exciting new opportunities for the Land Trust. 
 
It was our 5th year as a nonprofit organization – as we’ve reminded ourselves over the past 12 months or so, growing pains (and 
tight budgets) are common at this stage of the game. 
 
One big challenge has been adapting the Land Trust model to the Cleveland area’s increasingly troubled housing market.  Land 
Trusts are recognized around the country for their success in creating permanently affordable housing in strong markets – we’re 
helping break new ground that shows the value of the model in cities like Cleveland and its inner-ring suburbs. 
 
Breaking ground, and changing minds, is not an easy task.  But I’m optimistic that 2006 has been a turning point in demonstrat-
ing the Land Trust’s great potential to help create stable neighborhoods, to support low- and moderate-income homeowners once 
they’re making mortgage payments, and to make the most out of scarce housing subsidies. 
 
That brings me to the “exciting opportunities” part. 
 
First on that list is the Pear Avenue Green Cottages project, a strong partnership that began in 2006 with the Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Corporation, Cleveland EcoVillage and the Cleveland Green Building Coalition. By July we expect to 
break ground on the first of five energy-efficient homes on Cleveland’s near West Side.  This project combines the Land Trust’s 
commitment to secure, stable and affordable homeownership with innovative green-building practices.  The project addresses the 
rising individual, community, and environmental costs of homeownership, and expands the definition of sustainable community 
development. 
 
We also began work in 2006 on a project that will transform abandoned and foreclosed properties in Cleveland’s inner-ring sub-
urbs into affordable homes for first-time buyers. 
 
Finally, 2006 has been a year of growth in terms of membership – that’s people like you who care enough about this issue to sup-
port the Land Trust financially.  We’ve grown our membership by 60 percent over the past year. I can’t tell you how crucial this 
support has been to our work. 
 
Thanks to you, our members, for sharing our commitment to sustainable homeownership and sustainable community develop-
ment. Together with our highly dedicated staff and board, we all can continue to make the most of both challenges and opportuni-
ties in 2007. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Piet Van Lier  
President, Board of Trustees  



CCLT Mission 
The Cuyahoga Community Land Trust (CCLT) is a membership organization 
that uses the land trust model for community stewardship of land in our 
neighborhoods.  The CCLT secures permanent affordability of home owner-
ship, rental and commercial opportunities for future generations.  The CCLT 
partners with local development organizations.  The CCLT is part of a larger 
democratic vision that seeks equity to develop stability, diversity and afforda-
bility for the people and neighborhoods it serves. 

Since last July, the Land Trust has 
benefited from the hard work of Julie 
Kaster, who has been serving as our 
Outreach Coordinator. Julie comes to 
the Land Trust through the Ameri-
corps*VISTA program, which pro-
vides stipends to volunteers in order 
to expand the capacities of commu-
nity service organizations. The Land 
Trust has participated in the Ameri-
corps*VISTA program for two years 
now, with the sponsorship of the Ohio 
CDC Association. 

Julie has helped the Land Trust a 

great deal in the past year. She or-
ganized Land Trust participation in 
community events, and coordinated 
our marketing and outreach to poten-
tial homebuyers. She designed new 
marketing materials, oversaw produc-
tion of CCLT publications, and partici-
pated in the redesign of the Land 
Trust website. She has also been 
involved in many aspects of the de-
velopment of the Green Cottages 
project. 

“Working at the Land Trust has 
been a great opportunity for me,” said 

Julie. “I have learned a great deal 
about community development and 
the problems faced by low-income 
homeowners, and these are issues 
I hope to work with in my law ca-
reer.” 

Julie came to the Land Trust after 
graduating from Macalester College 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. In the fall, 
Julie will be enrolling at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Law School. We 
at the Land Trust thank her for her 
hard work over the past year and 
wish her success at law school. 

Personnel/VISTA 

CCLT Board of Trustees 
 
Piet van Lier, President 
Sheila Davis, Vice-President 
Mary Jo Mazzarella, Vice-President 
Anthony Vento, Treasurer 
Paula Miller, Secretary 
Gary Boska 
Joy Brewington 
Kristy Fann 
Michael Fiala 
Holly K. Gigante 
JoAnne Urban Jackson 
Brian Stefan-Szittai 
 
Staff 
 
Marge Misak, Executive Director 
Doris Honsa, Homeowner Services  
 Coordinator 
Julie Kaster, Outreach Coordinator 
Kyle Julien, Development Director 
 
4100 Franklin Blvd. 
Cleveland, OH  44113 
Phone:  216-334-1620 
Fax:  216-281-2506 
www.ccLandTrust.org 

CCLT is a member of: 
 
• Cleveland Neighborhood  

Development Coalition 
• Coalition on Housing and         

Homelessness in Ohio 
• Community Shares 
• Finance Fund 
• National Community Land  

Trust Network 
• National Low Income  

Housing Coalition 
• Ohio CDC Association 

Statement of Activities  
    2006 unaudited    2005 audited   

INCOME      
 Grant Income          37,849          39,500   
 Government Grant         25,000          25,000   
 Temporarily Restricted Grant/s         27,287          50,000   
 Contributions - Individual & Business         47,649          13,465   
 Development Fees   -          19,130   
 Fund Raising Income          3,836           2,650   
 Rental Income          1,440           1,156   
 Other Income          8,554              644   
TOTAL INCOME       151,615        151,545   
       
EXPENSES      
 Personnel  114,232   77,303   
 Contractual  5,300   5,948   
 Other Operating Expenses  51,879   31,798   
TOTAL EXPENSES  171,411   115,049   
       
OTHER GAIN/LOSS      
 Gain/Loss on Contributed Property   -   (71,975)  
       
NET INCOME  (19,796)  (35,479)  
       
Net Assets at beginning of year  169,120   204,599   
Net Assets at end of year  149,324   169,120   



2006 In Review 
 
Housing Development and Homeowner Outreach, Education and Support 
 
♦ Predevelopment continued on the Green Cottages project, in partnership with Detroit Shoreway Community Development 

Organization, the Cleveland EcoVillage, and the Cleveland Green Building Coalition: city and state funding applications; de-
sign work; marketing plans; expansion of the project from 4 homes to 5. 

 
♦ Discussions with Cuyahoga County Department of Development, and other potential partners, on a pilot rehabilitation project 

in the inner ring suburbs.  
 
♦ Homebuyer Initiated Program stalled. While CCLT worked with several mortgage-qualified clients to identify homes that could 

qualify for the program, none found homes that were satisfactory. The lack of new rehab activity, amid continuing deterioration 
in some of Cleveland’s neighborhoods, was a major obstacle to the program. 

 
♦ Continued post-purchase support for homeowners. 
 
Policy and Advocacy 
 
♦ Collaborated with a number of other organizations to convene a one-day conference in November 2006 on Ohio's new anti-

predatory lending law. Aimed at attorneys, public officials, housing counselors and CDCs, the conference educated attendees 
about the strong consumer protections in the new law, about continuing patterns of racial inequities in mortgage lending, and 
about predatory practices in the lending industry. CCLT website hosted links to conference audio and resource materials on 
predatory lending. Conference attended by 160; website visits have totaled more than 300. 

 
♦ Participated in a collaborative effort to develop strategies for community garden preservation in Cleveland. Along with the 

OSU Extension Service and the Cleveland Botanical Garden, began a project to select 2-3 pilot garden sites for long-term 
preservation strategies. In addition, the collaborative worked with Cleveland City Council member Joe Cimperman and the 
planning department to develop zoning legislation specifically for urban gardens. The garden zoning designation would be a 
first step in garden preservation; we think it is the first such zoning in the country. Community gardens in Cleveland serve over 
3300 participants; 52% of gardeners have household incomes less than $19,000 and depend on the food grown. 

 
♦ CCLT staff participated in a number of activities related to housing policy: 

• Panel member, Cleveland State University Forum on sustainable cities 
• City Club forum on affordable housing strategies. 
• Conducted education session for new legal aid attorneys on affordable housing policy and practice in Cleveland. 
• Participant, Community Wealth Building roundtable, sponsored by The Democracy Collaborative. 
• Review panel and faculty for first courses of newly created national CLT Academy, sponsored by the Lincoln Institute 

of Land Policy and the National CLT Network. 
• Participants, Cleveland Neighborhood Development Coalition working groups on Vacant and Abandoned Properties, 

Marketing, and Rehabs. 
 
Organizational Development 
 

♦ Diversified funding base. Strong outreach to new members and supporters by board of trustees. Increased support from 
individual donations and event sponsorships.  

 
♦ Database development support for increased outreach efforts, both to members and clients. A full year of data on home-

buyer outreach efforts is supporting us in revamping and better targeting marketing to potential buyers. 
 
♦ Developed and implemented a strategic communications plan to enhance understanding of the Land Trust’s community 

development capacities. 
 
 

The Year Ahead 
 
In 2007, we expect the Green Cottages project to move forward, putting in place funding contracts, selling the first houses in the 
project and starting construction. We’ll develop a business plan for a rehab Land Trust project in the inner ring suburbs. We are 
doing focused outreach work in Wards 13 and 14 in Cleveland, with support from Council members Joe Cimperman and Joe 
Santiago. We’re continuing to participate in planning efforts in the vicinity of three lots reserved for CCLT in Ward 14. We’ve re-
tooled the marketing focus of the Homebuyer Initiated Program to better link CCLT clients with homes being developed by Cleve-
land’s non-profit and for-profit developers. 



January through December 2006 
10 anonymous donors 
Chuck Ackerman & Catherine Donnelly 
Maridah Ahmad 
Philip Althouse 
American Livery Services, Inc 
Jacqueline Annes 
Kathy Apotsos 
Chris Ball & Joyce Roper 
Phyllis Bambeck 
Katy and Tony Baracco 
Roldo Bartimole & Ann B. Abid 
David Beach & Dena Magoulias 
Mary Bondy & Rick Bondy 
Gary Boska & Martha Boska 
Eoin Breadon 
Joy Brewington & Reggie Brewington, Jr. 
Bridge Foundation 
Jeanne Hooks Brohl 
Charles Bromley & Gail Bromley 
Sheryl Buckley 
Alice G. Butts 
Beth & Steve Cagan 
Cathy Campbell 
Kathleen Campbell & Richard J. Weber 
Chris Carmody 
Sammy Ross Catania & Roberta Rocco 
Noelle Celeste 
Candice Champion & Jeff Parsons 
Michelle Champoir 
Charter One Bank 
Councilman Joe Cimperman 
Beth Clough 
Mark Comella 
Coreen Cool & Alfred Cool 
Bill & Judy Corrigan 
Tony Coyne & Rachelle Coyne 
Diana Cyganovich & David Heil 
Mary Grace de Stefanis 
Sara Dering 
Michaelann deVille 
Diana L. Devore 
Charlie Diedrick 
Dominion 
Julie B. Douglass 
The Drotar Family 
Jon Eckerle 

Dale A. Eickman & Lillian F. Eickman 
Marianda Fahrnbruch 
Kristy Fann 
Michael Fiala & Maryellen Eickman-Fiala 
Rob Fischer 
Mike Foley & Chris Foley 
Nancy Foth 
Eric Friess & Jana Friess 
Kenneth B. Frisof & Christine M. Williams 
Joseph Gauntner & Mary Jo Tadsen 
Holly K. Gigante 
Ruth Anne Gillett 
W. Evan Golder & Deborah Golder 
Ed Grady & Holly Grady 
Great Lakes Brewing Company 
Greene Metropolitan Housing Authority 
Chris Hagan 
Elaine Hagan 
Jeff Hagan & Marcia Egbert 
Vera Hall 
Amy Hanauer & Mark Cassell 
Kathryn Harlow & Hans Holznagel 
Catherine Herrold 
Jim & Chris Hicks 
Christina Higgins & Phil Buck 
John Hisel & Terri Hisel 
Doris Honsa 
John Hopkins & Jay Gardner 
Douglas Horner & Kathy Hallisey 
Chuck Hoven 
George Hrbek & Stephanie Morrison-Hrbek 
JoAnne Urban Jackson & Michael Jackson 
Craig Julien 
Kyle Julien & Lori Julien 
David Kachadourian 
Lara Kalafatis & Jon Cudo 
Paula Kampf 
Barbara M. Kanary & John Butchko 
Judge Diane J. Karpinski 
Lou Keim 
Kim Kimlin 
Donald & Rosemary Klein 
Tom Klein and Darcy Gilmore 
Stephanie Klupinski 
Betsy Knestrick 
Jean Kosmac 
Gene Kotrba 

Kelly M. Kupcak 
Barbara Langhenry & Rick Werner 
James LaRue 
Elizabeth Lavelle 
John Lawson & Rebecca Devenanzio 
Le Moyne College 
Jill Levin & James Levin 
Dale Lindsey 
Denise Link & Jim Link 
Janet Loehr 
Gail Long & Zach Schiller 
Christie Lucco 
Sherry Mack 
Marina Marquez-Zenkov & Kristien 
Marquez-Zenkov 
Gladys Martin 
Cindy Maxey 
Mary Jo Mazzarella & Mike Reminick 
Eileen McCready 
Nancy McCrickard & Jim McCrickard 
Kathleen McDonnell 
Nina McLellan & Walter Nicoles 
Mandy Metcalf 
Brian & Kristen Mikelbank 
Pat Milenius & John Milenius 
Paula Miller & Luz Marquez 
Sam Miller 
Sheila Miller & Donald Miller 
Anne Misak 
James E. Misak & Margaret Misak 
Eileen Murphy & Tim McGuire 
Tim Musser & Beverly Musser 
Jared Van Wagenen & Anita Myerson 
Neighborhood Progress, Inc. 
Richard Nosse 
Greg Patt 
James A. Patterson & Marian B. Patterson 
Jane M. Peterson & Philip D. Star 
Jan Preto & Jack Preto 
John Price 
Professional Examination Service 
Jeffrey Ramsey 
Noreen and John Ranally, Jr. 
Kauser Razvi 
Bobbi Reichtell & Mark McDermott 
Marlene Rink 
Sebastian Robins 

Funding for CCLT comes from: 
 

AARP 
Charter One Foundation 

City of Cleveland Heights 
City of Shaker Heights 

The Cleveland Foundation 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

Enterprise Community Partners, HUD Section IV Grant 
The George Gund Foundation 

Greater Cleveland Community Shares 
National City Bank 

Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing 
Ohio Community Development Finance Fund 

Sears-Swetland Family Foundation 
ShoreBank 

The Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland 
United Way of Greater Cleveland 

 
 

In-kind Donations: 
 

American Limousine Service 
Americorps*VISTA Program 

Bier Markt 
Capital Performance Analysts, LLC 

Cleveland Public Theatre 
Farkas Pastry Shoppe 
Great Lakes Brewery 

Lutheran Family Services 
Momocho  

Ohio CDC Association 
Toni Rankin 
Kurt Schaffer 

West Side Market Cafe 

CCLT’s work is made possible through the support of many individuals and organizations.  Special thanks go out to: 

With Thanks to Our Supporters 

Mike Rose & Jennifer Rose 
Jane Rosenberg 
Terry Sandu 
Councilman Joe Santiago 
Robert F. Scherer 
Jim Schlecht 
Ivan Schwarz 
Melissa Scott 
Thomas Sheehan 
Randall B. Shorr, Esq. 
Maria A. Smith & Charles V. Hurst 
Scott & Ethel Smith-Bowen 
Brian Stefan-Szittai 
Carolyn Steiner 
Barbara Strauss 
Patricia Sullivan 
Surety Title Agency, Inc. 
Christopher Tadych 
Marie Toledo & James Workman 
Paul Tuttle 
Deborah Van Kleef & Jim Miller 
Marianne van Lier & Frank van Lier 
Piet van Lier & Martha Loughridge 
Anthony Vento & Gayle Kanary 
Mitsi Wagner & Gary Claxton 
Linda Warren & Chris Warren 
Alan Wasco & Joanne Wasco 
Dolores Watson 
Sharon Weis 
West Side Yoga Group 
Mendi Joi Wilson 
Robin Yates 
Rose & Scott Young 
Friends of Matt Zone 
Madelyn Zone 

Donors and Members 


